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Saturday, 14 December 
Programme 1
8:00 pm 
Mirage City Cinema

Children of the Lake (2019)
Director: Emerson Reyes
Philippines
Narrative | 17 min
Tagalog with English subtitles

Lele and Bella are playing cops and robbers near the lake. 
Their innocent pastime turns into a deadly game of cat and 
mouse when they meet a lone soldier who is being hunted 
down for conspiring to take over their land.  The two young 
children struggle to decide between righteousness and duty 
as they search for a way out of the conflict.

From the Mountain (2019)
Director: Faisal Attrache
Syria, Jordan, United States of America
Narrative | 21 min
Arabic with English subtitles

The charismatic and fiery leader of the Great Syrian Revolt of 
1925 fights to keep the flame of revolution alive in exile, but 
when the fight for independence comes at the expense of his 
family’s well-being, he must decide how much he is willing 
to sacrifice.

Layla, At Last (2019)
Director: Julian Alexander
United States of America | United Kingdom
Narrative | 26 min
English and Arabic

Layla has a strange familiarity with the Atlas Mountain 
region in Morocco. Her mother lived there before moving 
to Europe, and with her mother gone, Layla has lost her 
connection to her culture. She finds herself in Morocco, 
following up on reported sightings of Atlas Lions, long 
thought extinct.  Searching through remote lands for 
evidence of these lions, she moves from city to village, as if 
traveling through time, crossing paths with faces from her 
mother’s stories that are now too familiar. These people 
seem to know her, but Layla could not have known them, 
could she?

Sunday, 15 December 
Programme 2
4:00 pm 
Al Hamra Cinema

All Inclusive (2018) 
Director: Corina Schwingruber Ilić
Switzerland
Documentary | 10 min
No dialogue

The film takes viewers under the spell of mass entertainment 
on the high seas.

All That Perishes at the Edge of Land (2019)
Director: Hira Nabi 
Pakistan 
Documentary | 30 min
Urdu with English subtitles 

In this docu-fictional work, the anthropomorphised container 
vessel Ocean Master enters into a dialogue with the workers 
at the Gadani ship-breaking yard. The conversation moves 
from dreams and desires to places that can be called 
home and the structural violence embedded in the act of 
dismembering a ship. Although they face death on a daily 
basis, the workers still look towards a better future. 

Otranto (2019)
Directors: Ionian Bisai and Sotiris Tsiganos
Albania
Documentary | 25 min
Albanian with English subtitles

Kater i Rades, the first boat that sank during a naval 
blockade against migration flows in the Mediterranean Sea, 
is now a monument for global migration established by the 
Italian state, the same authority that ordered it to be sunk. 

Relatives of the victims cross the Mediterranean Sea from 
Vlore, Albania, to Otranto, Italy, to examine the transformation 
of the shipwreck from evidence into a context-free sculpture 
decorating a public square in Italy.

Lotus (2018)
Director: Mohammadreza Vatandoust
Iran
Documentary | 14 min
Persian with English subtitles

In April 2010, after the construction of the Lafour Dam, 
Lafourak and several other villages were flooded under 



80 metres of water. An old woman has waited 12 years for 
permission to cross Lafour Lake so she can reach an island 
where the last resident of Lafourak waits for her.

Programme 3
6:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

That Cloud Never Left (2019) 
Director: Yashaswini Raghunandan
India 
Experimental | 65 min
Bengali with English subtitles
 
In a village not far from here, people use discarded reels of 
film to make loud toys such as rattlers, whistles and whirligigs. 
Every day, they make a few hundred toys, and for every hundred 
toys, they splice, slit and rip strips of film. As they follow 
this routine monotonously, a few narratives leak out of the 
shredded analogues of film and fumigate the surroundings with 
phantasmagoria.

Programme 4
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

BLOCKHOUSE (2016–2019) 
Director: Andy Amadi Okoroafor
Japan
Experimental | 15 min
Japanese with English subtitles

Part of a five-part series, BLOCKHOUSE is a story of loneliness 
and solitude in the modern world as expressed through dance. 
In the context of the extremely high suicide rate in Japan, often 
attributed to loneliness, this film follows a dancer who chooses 
to break the chains of her self-imposed solitude and, in a 
celebration of life, fulfil her dream of dancing in the street. 

ABOVE US ONLY SKY (2019) 
Director: Arthur Kleinjan
The Netherlands 
Experimental | 29 min
English 

A layered allegory of individual and collective memory, the film 
begins with an investigation into a plane crash in communist 
Czechoslovakia, which only one woman survives. This event 
becomes the point of entry into a dense web of seemingly 
unrelated events, and viewers become unsuspecting witnesses 
to political defiance and reprisals. The past informs the present, 
and natural, political and technological disasters are followed by 
remarkable tales of survival.

Permission to Land (2017)
Director: Ieva Saudargaitė Douaihi
Lebanon
Experimental | 17 min
Arabic and Lithuanian with English subtitles

Shot in various locations that used to serve as landing strips 
or airports, this film explores Lebanon’s forgotten aeronautical 
history while soaring through a parallel narrative in a foreign 
tongue with a protagonist who is looking for a place to land.

Passerine in Time (2018) 
Director: Laurids Andersen Sonne
Denmark

Experimental | 8 min
No dialogue
Passerine in Time exists in a space where two creatures and 
two distinct worlds collide; it is a study of the gestural encounter 
between the hand of man and the birds that land in it.  The film 
investigates haptic encounters between man and bird in which 
the hand symbolises man’s desire for knowledge of something 
other as it repeatedly captures, inspects, measures, bands and 
logs migratory birds before they are returned to the wild.  

Hijacked (2017) 
Director: Shambhavi Kaul
United States of America
Experimental | 15 min
No spoken dialogue, English subtitles

Airplane space is inhabited by characters for whom ‘escape’, one 
of the promises of airplane technology, proves elusive.

Monday, 16 December 2019
Programme 5
4:00 pm 
Al Hamra Cinema

Are You Glad I’m Here (2018)
Director: Noor Gharzeddine
Lebanon
Narrative | 85 min
Arabic and English with Arabic, English and French subtitles

A millennial American girl befriends a Lebanese housewife 
and disrupts her ordered life. One night they become accidental 
partners in crime.

Programme 6
6:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

Maharith (2019) 
Director: Ahmad Eid
Saudi Arabia 
Documentary | 7 min 
Arabic with Arabic and English subtitles

In the mountains of Zahwan, north of Jazan in Saudi Arabia, 
simple farmer Faisal Al Misgari follows his daily routine of 
working on his family farms every morning.

Letter to My Son (2018) 
Director: Dhia Jerbi
France
Documentary | 26 min
Arabic with English subtitles

This film focuses on a letter from a father to his son, whose 
birth leads to questions of paternity, inheritance and exile. A 
small apartment becomes a meeting place for three generations 
torn between Tunisia and France.

Mum (2018)
Director: Mariam Alawadhi
United Arab Emirates 
Documentary | 10 min
Arabic with English subtitles

After 15 years of avoiding the source of her anxiety, Mariam 
finally voices her emotions regarding her non-Emirati mother 



and the uneasiness she feels in Emirati society because of her 
mixed background.

Yado & I (2018) 
Director: Sara Al Mheiri
United Arab Emirates 
Documentary | 25 min
Arabic and English with English subtitles

Exploring the drastic changes experienced by the United Arab 
Emirates over the past few decades, this film focuses on the 
relationship between the director, a young Emirati woman, and 
her paternal grandmother, her last remaining grandparent. 
Young people in the UAE traditionally have lunch at their 
grandparents’ house every Friday, and although the director 
follows that tradition, she realises that she and her grandmother 
actually know nothing about each another.  

Shed el Rehal (2017) 
Director: Ahmed Mohsen El Demerdash 
Egypt
Documentary | 16 min
Arabic with English subtitles

This documentary follows the daily life of the marginalised 
group known as the ‘Arab Travelers’. The film offers insight into 
their customs and traditions, their origins and their routines, 
their wishes and dreams, and their celebrations and suffering.

Programme 7
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

Dead Horse Nebula (2018) 
Directors: Tarık Aktaş 
Turkey
Narrative | 73 min
Turkish with English subtitles

Seven-year-old Hay found a dead horse in an open field and 
watched his father and other adults struggle to get rid of it. 
Unsure of this memory, he is nonetheless very influenced by 
the incident, and when he cuts himself during a sacrificial rite, 
everything comes rushing back. Step by step, Hay goes down 
an inevitable spiritual path where he confronts the relationship 
between humans and nature and the unity of life and matter.

Tuesday, 17 December
Programme 8
4:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

Liyana (2017)
Directors: Aaron Kopp and Amanda Kopp
Eswatini
Documentary | 77 min
English and SiSwati with English subtitles

An animated African tale is born in the imaginations of five 
orphaned children in Eswatini, who collaborate to tell a story of 
perseverance drawn from their darkest memories and brightest 
dreams. The journey of their fictional character, a Swazi girl 
on a dangerous quest to rescue her young twin brothers, is 
interwoven with poetic documentary scenes to create a genre-
defying celebration of the transformative power of storytelling.

Programme 9
6:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

Soil (2017) 
Director: Alican Durbaş
Turkey
Experimental | 18 min
No dialogue 

Through the division of the screen into nine cinematic frames, 
the film Soil narrates the journey of a young man carrying a 
handful of soil into the grave of a deceased soldier who happens 
to be burying his own dead body. With form integrated into 
narrative, it is possible to watch every phase of his journey 
synchronically. Wherever he goes, the smell of the soil remains 
the same.

Saint Rise (2018) 
Director: Bassem Saad
Lebanon
Experimental | 14 min
Arabic and English with English subtitles 

In August 2017, Lebanon looks with mixed feelings at a giant 
statue of Saint Charbel as it is transported and erected on 
the highest mountaintop in Faraya. The project’s contracting 
company, Beirut International Marine Industry and Commerce 
S.A.R.L, is otherwise known for its techno-industrial feats in 
the field of marine engineering and for plans to build the ‘first 
floating island in the Middle East’.

Ifu Elimnyama: The Dark Cloud (2019) 
Director: Ndumiso Mnguni 
South Africa
Experimental | 7 min
isiZulu with Arabic and English subtitles

Set in the year 1220 at the ruins of Great Mapungubwe, the film 
takes Zulu cosmology and systems of transcendence and places 
them within a digital framework. An advanced black civilisation 
returns from the fourth dimension to deliver a message that 
would bring all black civilisations together against the digital 
empire of the devious Nqomqhayise, who has migrated the 
people’s history from the cloud to his company servers, thus 
disconnecting them from their past. 

Towards the Sun (2019) 
Director: Nour Ouayda
Lebanon
Experimental | 17 min
Arabic with English subtitles 

You are now in the main hall of the National Museum in Beirut. 
A guard reminds you that you are encouraged to touch the 
archaeological objects. You are now facing a hole in the wall 
on the lower left corner of a mosaic. The voice in your headset 
indicates that it was made by a sniper. Out of curiosity, you dial 
1-9-9-1 to listen to the rest of the story.

An erased filmic memory - a long way to nowhere (2019) 
Director: Omnia Sabry
Egypt
Experimental | 7 min
Arabic with English subtitles
 
This film explores and questions the limitations of the 
materialities of light-sensitive surfaces and their ability to 
document our experiences and realities. Using the same surfaces 
that are being questioned, through analogue, digital and self-
made sensors, An erased filmic memory - a long way to nowhere 
tries to reconstruct personal memories and events from a period 
of time that the artist herself cannot fully remember. 



Traces of a Song (2010–2018)
Director: Sebastian Diaz Morales
Indonesia
Experimental | 25 min
Malay/Indonesian with English subtitles
A woman, History, enters the city of Jakarta by its port. She is 
looking for somebody—perhaps the city itself, an old friend. This 
personified place in time is elusive, and its transformation may 
have turned it into something different.

Programme 10
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

Intentional Sweat (2019) 
Director: Chrystele Nicot
Hong Kong
Experimental | 67 min
English with Arabic subtitles

Victoria Bay, Hong Kong, 2030. On a speedboat, a Korean drama 
actress, Chinese art collector, French banker, Hong Kongese 
dumpling maker, British jockey and Indian agronomic doctor 
are participating in what appears to be a speed dating party. 
The six people remaining after a climate catastrophe are under 
pressure to engage with the members of the other ethnic 
groups to ensure the future of humankind.  

Wednesday, 18 December
Programme 11
4:00
Al Hamra Cinema

My father has a gun (2019) 
Director: Ana Mendes
United Kingdom
Narrative | 7 min
English with English subtitles

When the director was born, her father had gone to war in 
Guinea-Bissau, a former Portuguese colony, or province, as 
dictator Salazar used to say. When her father returned from the 
war, he brought two things with him: a gun and a monkey. The 
monkey died, but the gun is still in her home in Portugal. She 
has always wondered why her silent father has a gun. 

Reprisal (2017) 
Director: Mike Malajalian 
Lebanon
Narrative | 9 min
Arabic with English subtitles

A woman becomes anxious after learning of the return of her 
husband, who had disappeared during the Lebanese civil war 
30 years before.

Tartarus (2019)
Director: Omar Elhamy
Egypt
Narrative | 20 min
Arabic and Greek with English subtitles
 
This film explores the moral complexities of male relationships 
in which camaraderie, death, hauntings and the unalterable path 
of a code of conduct pull a lost man into oblivion. An exhausted 
gangster encounters a spectre from his past, a presence without 
censure or warning that bears a message of inevitability.

Blessed Land (2019) 
Director: Pham Ngoc Lân
Vietnam 
Narrative | 19 min
Vietnamese with English subtitles

In the dune landscape of a cemetery (or is it a golf course?), past 
and present converge in the search for a grave.

Far in Night (2018) 
Director: Syed Maisam Ali Shah
India
Narrative | 24 min
Hindi and Tamil with English subtitles

A group of adolescent boys travel by train to their football match.

Programme 12
6:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

Driving Dinosaurs (2019)
Director: Emma Piper-Burket
United States of America
Experimental | 10 min
English with English subtitles

An 89-year-old marketing gimmick subliminally resurfaces on 
a lonely road in the American West.

Weak Enough to Hear (2019)
Director: Rouzbeh Akhbari and Felix Kalmenson
Turkey 
Experimental | 39 min
Turkish with English subtitles

Giving water and land a voice, Weak Enough to Hear imagines 
a day spent along the Euphrates River. The storyline subtly 
references the murder of Ahmed Jabbar Kareem Ali, a 15-year-
old boy drowned by British troops in 2003 after being accused 
of looting. His fictional ghost anchors the narrative by raising 
questions about the power of those who control access to the 
resources and history of the river and surrounding land.

Osoresan (Mount of Fear) (2018)
Directors: Ken Daimaru and Natacha Nisic
France
Experimental | 17 min
Japanese with English subtitles

Historian Ken Daimaru and artist Natacha Nisic paint a 
dreamlike fresco of cultural heritage and its function in places 
affected by disaster. Take Nakamaura is the last Itako in Japan, 
a blind shaman who dwells on Mount Osoresan (Mount of Fear) 
close to the Rokkasho nuclear processing plant. Everyone who 
visits an Itako seeks to make peace with the dead. Can we make 
peace with the legacy of nuclear disaster? 

China not China (2018) 
Director: Richard Tuohy 
Australia 
Experimental | 14 min
No dialogue

In 2017, Hong Kong marked 20 years since its handover to 
China, halfway through the planned 40-year ‘one country, two 
systems’ transition. Taiwan was once Imperial China, then 
Formosa; now it is the Republic of China (ROC), located just 
off the coast of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Multiple 



exposures of street scenes distort space and place, creating a 
fluid sense of the impermanence and transition of two states 
somewhere between China and not China.

32-Rbit (2018)
Director: Victor Orozco
Germany/Mexico
Experimental | 8 min
Spanish with English subtitles

Victor Orozco’s grandmother was convinced that the only 
animal that made the same mistake twice was the human 
being, while he was certain that everything could be fixed with 
CTRL+Z. In this short experimental film, Orozco creates his 
very own Internet, a parallel world where memory loss, errors, 
surveillance and addiction corrupt everything and everyone.

Programme 13
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

Boral Pather Panchali (2017) 
Director: Alex Cunningham
United States of America
Documentary | 12 min
No dialogue 

Alex Cunningham travelled to India to find the shooting location 
of Satyajit Ray’s 1955 masterpiece, Pather Panchali. Once a 
rural village, Boral is now a bustling suburb with electricity, 
running water and densely packed paved roads—the signs of 
any modern Indian town. However, in many ways, Boral remains 
the same. The town knows and is proud of its place in cinematic 
history, but life goes on uninterrupted.

Festival of Lamps: A Few Rhymes (2018) 
Director: Danyal Rasheed
Pakistan
Documentary | 25 min
Punjabi

Mela Chiraghan or ‘festival of lamps’ is an annual celebration 
commemorating the death anniversary of the Punjabi Sufi 
poet and saint Shah Hussain, who lived in Lahore in the 16th 
century. With the arrival of spring, a diverse array of subaltern 
groups seeking wish fulfilment, blessings of the saint, states 
of ecstasy and union with the divine flock to the poet’s shrine, 
where they engage in devotional rituals. 

Warmer and Warmer (2019)
Director: Sabrina Zhao
United Arab Emirates
Documentary | 11 min
Mandarin with Arabic and English subtitles

Vicky, a 25-year-old Chinese expat, works as a mural painter 
at the Warner Bros. World construction site in Abu Dhabi. At 
a moment of heightened emotion, Vicky, her friends and the 
filmmaker converge at a transient space, imagining, dreaming 
and hoping to be remembered by the city. While recounting 
the everyday experiences of Vicky and her friends, the narrator 
attempts to understand her obscure relationships with them.

Memory Beings (2018) 
Director: Sudha Padmaja Francis 
India
Documentary | 25 min
Malayalam with English subtitles

This impressionistic work paints a picture of Kozhikode, a town 
in North Kerala, and the spiritual immersion of its ordinary 
residents in music. The film travels through the music and 
memories of many people—from a radio shop owner to a small 
time singer, (rare) female singers who performed in traditional 
musical gatherings in the past, singers who are labourers in the 
market and connoisseurs of music, objects and memory.

Thursday, 19 December
Programme 14
4:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

untitled (a refusal of leave to land) (2019) 
Director: Marian Mayland
Germany 
Documentary | 29 min
German with English subtitles
 
The essayistic film untitled (a refusal of leave to land) focuses 
on a German prisoner-of-war (POW) camp from World War 
II, the arms industry in the post-industrial Ruhr area and 
the relationship between individual and collective memory. 
Beginning with a childhood memory of finding a fossil in the 
rocks of a former railroad track, the film follows connections 
between Stalag VI F, a former POW camp in Bocholt, and the 
Krupp company in Essen.

How Green the Calabash Garden Was (2017)
Director: Truong Minh Quý
Vietnam
Documentary | 15 min
Vietnamese with English subtitles

Together with director Truong Minh Quý, a Vietnamese veteran 
recreates the horrors of the Cambodian genocide in naive 
drawings in a lush calabash garden. This film is short, sincere 
and personal, with an unexpected twist.  

Sunday Market: Tripoli (2018)
Director: Yahya Mourad
Lebanon
Documentary | 16 min
Arabic with English subtitles 

In the wake of the Lebanese Civil War and the subsequent 
Syrian occupation of Lebanon, ex-fighters of different 
nationalities decide to ‘drop out’. To escape the conflicts, they 
settle in the outskirts of Tripoli, Lebanon’s second-largest city, 
where they gain a sense of belonging and freedom from a flea 
market called the ‘Sunday Market’.  

Shadow (2017)  
Director: Zeinah Al Qahwaji 
Belgium
Documentary | 20 min
Arabic and English subtitles

Divorce rates have been increasing recently among Syrian 
refugees in Europe. In most cases, women are abandoning their 
husbands, who generally do not understand what is happening. 
What exactly their wives are missing is still a mystery to 
them. From the same background as the married couples, the 
director depicts this situation in this short film in an attempt to 
understand and reveal part of the secret.



Programme 15
6:00 pm
Al Hamra Cinema

it would not be possible to leave planet earth unless gravity existed 
(2017) 
Director: Driant Zeneli
Albania
Experimental | 14 min
No dialogue  

Mario and Metallurgik: a rendezvous between utopia and 
dystopia. Mario has always had a passion for flying and building 
aeroplanes. Metallurgik is the location of an abandoned factory 
in Albania, where 12,000 people used to work during the 1970s. 
Today Mario is the master of assembling flying machines and 
dreams of reaching outer space. Metallurgjik, on the other hand, 
is now empty—proof of the failure of Albanian communism to 
build an ideal society.

A Passage (2019)
Directors: Rouzbeh Akhbari and Felix Kalmenson
Armenia/Iran
Experimental | 18 min
Russian with English subtitles 

A Passage tackles the political economy and social ecology 
of border infrastructures in Southern Armenia. Looking at 
how processes of rapid militarisation and neoliberalism have 
restructured the borders, this film focuses on two significant 
events that illustrate the dominant political shifts in the region: 
the recent erasure of the historic Yerevan-Baku Railway and 
the upcoming construction of an industrial Free Economic Zone 
(FEZ) to replace it. 

Sufism (2018) 
Director: Younes Ben Hajria 
Tunisia 
Experimental | 20 min
Arabic with English and French subtitles

The dance of the body embraces the dance of the machine.. The 
film starts as a didactic documentary on the technique of wool 
processing, from sheep shearing and the unravelling of the 
collected wool to the threshing, carding and spinning operations 
that follow. After the inaugural sequence, the pure documentary 
turns into an aesthetic vision that transfigures manufacturing 
devices through a series of visual effects and a change in register.

Programme 16
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

Another Point of View (2019) 
Director: Bilal Al Khatib 
Palestine
Narrative | 15 min
Arabic with English subtitles

Siblings Fadel and Najeeba have an exceptional relationship. 
Fadel has a so-called ‘mental illness’, and Najeeba perceives 
reality in her own way—not in response to her brother’s 
situation, but rather because life, as she sees it, is much simpler 
than it seems, simple enough that it does not matter how people 
in their village judge her and her brother. 

Split (2018)
Director: Ghassen Mejri 
Tunisia
Narrative | 10 min

Arabic with English subtitles

After a painful experience, a man becomes a scavenger in the 
streets of Tunis. This status revives existentialist thoughts from 
his past.

The Delivery (2018) 
Director: Yazan Al Ghazzawi
Jordan 
Narrative | 23 min
Arabic with English subtitles

In a troubled (fictional) Middle Eastern country, the President 
goes into hiding after receiving threats from a rebel faction. 
Delivery man Mustafa inadvertently stumbles upon the 
President’s hiding place—an apartment in a run-down corner 
of the city. He is immediately taken for an assassin and 
interrogated by the fiercely loyal Captain Amin. Little do both of 
them know that Mustafa’s appearance is no coincidence at all.

Fat Fish (2019) 
Director: Cody Ziglar
United States of America
Narrative | 4 min
English with English subtitles

Fat Fish is a surreal comedy following a party-goer who makes 
the grave mistake of asking the house DJ to change the music.

Dunya’s Day (2019) 
Director: Raed Alsemari
Saudi Arabia 
Narrative | 14 min
Arabic with English subtitles

Dunya’s perfectly planned graduation party spirals towards 
disaster when she is abandoned by all her household help. 

For the Sake of Yousef (2018) 
Director: Yousef Al Bagshi 
Kuwait
Narrative | 5 min
Arabic with English subtitles

In the living room, Yousef’s mother turns on the television to watch 
a horror film while the five-year-old Yousef is playing there.

Friday, 20 December
Programme 17
8:00 pm
Mirage City Cinema

Paris Stalingrad (2019)
Directors: Hind Meddeb and Thim Naccache
France
Documentary | 86 min
Arabic, English and French with English subtitles

This documentary questions how people can survive in a space 
designed to eliminate their existence. In the summer of 2016, 
refugees camp in the Stalingrad district of Paris, where they are 
subjected to round-ups, police raids and fencing. A collective 
emerges, encouraging co-existence. The poetry of Souleymane, 
a young refugee from Darfur, intermingles with the filmmaker’s 
voice-over to create a memory of the place. 


